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[GRATIS. 


Beligions BAnnibersaries. 


THE BAPTIST UNION AND HOME MISSION. 


THovucH April has barely passed, tho May meet- 
„ commenced many days ago—one indeed as far 
back as the 8th inst. If religious and philanthropic 
societies multiply at the present rate, even April 
added to May will not suffice for them, and it will 
be impossible to sustain the already waning interest 
in anniversaries which have been increased at least 
threefoldin the last few years, and with the multiplied 
claims of which the public are fairly bewildered. The 
Baptists take the lead of the principal denominations, 
and their meetings occupy the chief attention this 
week. 

The protracted meeting of the Baptist Union last 
Friday was mainly engaged with a discussion as to 
the propriety of making that organisation ‘‘ more 
efficient for the promotion of the interests of the de- 
nomination,” which ended in the adoption of a reso- 
lution for giving the matter serious consideration at 
an early period. It wasargued on the one hand that 
the Baptist body ought to dosomething “‘ practical” 
in reference to questions on which all are agreed, 
such as aiding aged and retiring pastors ; that 
regular sessions would help to give it greater 
power, and that a more distinctive position 
should have been taken on the Bicentenary com- 
memoration ; on the other hand, it was urged 
that in this matter the Union had taken the most 
dignified course, aud that the diversities of doctrinal 
sentiment in the body would create discord and 
disunion. These warnings, however, did not pro- 
duce much impression, and the Baptist Union is ere 
long to follow in the wake of the Congregational 
Union. The prevalent dissatisfaction that no deno- 
minational action had been taken to celebrate the 
Bicentenary was subsequently evinced in rather a 
remarkable manner. A resolution approving of the 
formation of a Central United Committee, and com- 
mending it to support, was carried only by a small 
majority. 

The meeting in Mr. Spurgeon’s Tabernacle on 
Monday evening, although not large compared with 
the congregations that weekly assemble under the 
same roof, was apparently earnest in the cause of 
Home Missions. As will be seen by our report, 
several warm and vigorous speeches were delivered, 
and considerable light thrown upon the working of 
the Baptist Home Missions during the past year. 
If, however, we were called upon to notice the meet- 
ing critically, we should pass over other speeches, 
and fix attention on that of the Rev. H. S. Brown, 
as containing in itself a full and comprehensive sketch 
of the entire subject, and embraciug a host of thoughts 
which we should all be the better of making our own. 
There are few, if any, living men, better fitted for 
Home Missions than this burly, large-hearted, Liver - 
pool missionary. Strong in intellect and common 
sense, he has spoken to the artisans of England as one 
of themselves—as one who can enter into their 
feelings, sympathise with their troubles, and 
brush away their shams with the same un- 
sparing hand that he applies to shams of more 
pretentious name. But it is the subject, not the 
men, to which we would direct attention. What- 
ever other points of difference there may be among 

us, We are compelled by the stern logic of facts to admit 
that our Christianity is. anything but the self- 
denying laborious thing that the early apostles made it. 
And yet how many self-denying, laborious men there 
are at the work ; how many earnest hearts there are 
mow in the cause of Home Missions struggling man- 
fally against the tide of evil, which seems to flow 


withont ebb in our large towns. This evil was the | 


burden of every speaker’s lamevt at the meeting on | 


Monday evening, as the labour—ever increasing, we 
were told—was the theme of rejoicing to all. The 
Baptist body has resolved to grow larger, and the 
aspect of the time, we are told, is favourable to 
that growth. It has taken possession of another 
capital in York, and of another still in South Wales ; 
and from these intends to direct its operations during 
the current year into the rural districts; not for- 
getting, however, the dense populations which will 
remain in the capitals themselves, 

The chair was taken by Mr. Miall, and the pro- 
ceedings opened with prayer by the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon, a cordial and brotherly feeling pervading 
the speeches throughout. The chairman expressed 
the pleasure he felt in making bis first essay in the 
particular position he then occupied as chairman for 
a denomination somewhat different from his own, 
and other speakers reciprocated that expression by 
an assurance that he was at least among friends. 
Not that such expressions were intended to prevent a 
statement of doctrinal differences, but simply to 
evince that agreeing on fundamental truths they 
could strengthen each other’s hands in the effort to 
give those truths life and power in the daily affairs 
of the nation which claims both alike as her sons. 


It will be seen that the funds of this Home 
Mission are still small, whilst the gin-palaces are 
large and thickening around us in an alarming 
degree. Whatever, therefore, our duty may be 
abroad, here is a solemn and imperative duty at 
home. Uatil the last den of infamy is closed 
there is no guiltless cessation from labour for 
an English Christian. Earnest work, fervour of 
spirit, common-sense appeals, and kiod practical 
sympathy are needed in many a back lane of this 
metropolis. And, above all, we are bound at our 
peril against suffering doctrinal differences to stand 
in the way of practical Christianity. Union among 
Christians—union without one distinctive mark the 
less in any Christian body—would give a power to 
Home Missions which they have not yet possessed, 
Wealth, too, is wanting ; for the minister cannot, 
any more than the merchant, live upon air. But, 
principally, men are needed—men such as those 
whom Mr. H. S. Brown describes as after his own 
heart—practical, reasonable, friendly, non-prating 
Christians. One such man is worth more, in the 
cottages of the poor, than aught that gold can buy. 


stand between Romanism and Secularism ; assailed, 
in the latter case, by argument which declamation 
cannot refute or overturn, and in the former by 
laborious kindnesses which can only be met by 
actions of a like nature. In short, the poor have 
bodies as well as souls, and brains as well as both. 
And whilst Popery feeds and clothes, and Secularism 


teaches to reason, Protestantism might attempt 
both, and succeed. 


We knew a man, some years ago (poor fellow! he 
has long been gone from among men) of strong reason- 
ing power and possessing many practical virtues, 
among which we could detect but one thing—and 
that was speculative—which we could have desired to 
see removed: he was a Secularist. A noble heart he 
had; and once when he became too ill for his friends 
to “stick at trifles, a clergyman was sent for to 
prepare him for another world. Unhappily for the 
sufferer’s peace the minister selected was one of the 
most persistent and stupid men in the town. The 
Secularist lived in a lowly cottage, and at the very 
door stood his bed, which the clergyman approached 
to talk what Dr. Brown would term “ clap-trap.” 
He literally tormented the poor fellow—who didn’t 
die, though, of that illness, and then departed in a 


state of unmistakable irritation because the apparently | 


It is true, as Mr. Brown asserted, that working men 


-_— —— 


— . 


dying man would not acknowledge himself oonverted 
Now such a minister as that is just the kind of 
man who is not wanted in Home Missions. 
It was no time for snarling and arguing. It 
was a time, however, for solemn truth-speak- 
ing; and though no man or body of men could 
lay down a rule whereby this truth could be 
properly spoken, the minister who could not on the 
spot make his own rule had no business at that bed- 
side. A celebrated doctor was once asked how it 
was that he had been so successful with some par- 
ticular disease: what rule was there ?~—what means 
of detecting it?—what methods of removing it? He 
could not tell. The lancet that one hand guided for 
the removal of an evil an imitative hand might guide 
to the destruction of life. So is it in Home Missions. 
It would often be difficult to say what is wanting in 
a teacher, whilst it is easy to discover that some- 
thing is wanting. The Baptist Home Mission 
Executive seem fully alive to this, and in proportion 
as they are 20 alive to it will, we believe, by God's 
blessing, be the success of their work. That it is 
needed, no one can doubt—that the evangelisation of 
home is the first duty of Christian men, there cannot 
be a question. As Mr. Aldis remarked, ‘‘ beginning 
at Jerusalem” was an injunction intended for all 
time whilst sin yemains among men. As Mr, 
Dowaon forcibly reiterated, it is by purifying our- 
selves at home that we can send, with that national 
energy and enterprise which Mr. Brown so vividly 
pictured, the Gospel of Christ to other lands. As 
Mr. Millard put it, with Scott’s patriotic words— 


Lives there a man— 


a Christian is from the nature of his religion a 
patriot, willing to spend and be spent for the welfare 
of his adtive land. And that is true patriotism 
which in the humblest way endeavours to benefit a 
neighbour. | 


THE BAPTIST UNION. 


The annual meeting of the Baptist Union was held 
in the Library of the Mission House in Moorgate- 
street, on Friday, April 25th, under the presidency of 
the Rev. C. Stovel. 

After the usual devotional exercises, 

The CuarrMAN delivered the introductory address. 
Commencing with some general observations with re- 

to the advantages of union among Christians, 

e said that a remarkable illustration of that truth 

was found in the operations of the Baptist Union, 

and he proceeded to point this out by briefly reviewing 

the history of some of the leading movements iu con- 
nexiou with that body. 


In 1820 and succeeding years the Baptists in Germany 
had not been able to assemble in larger numbers than 
nineteen at once in any place of * The preach - 
ing of the truth provoked open hostility and direct 

tion, and it was fouod that by union alone were 

ey able to confront their persecutors, but with union 
they found that they increased in numbers and in 
moral power. When their cause was brought before the 
English Baptist Union it was found that the latter could 
and did stand between them and their persecators, and 
then the value of union was more widely seen. Perse- 
cution had now well nigh ceased among the continental 
churches, and they had spread their organisations into 
Sweden, Poland, Austria, Russia, and Bucharest. The 
numbers in Demark and Germany were not less than 
10,370. There were 14,681 members and 1,147 churches 
in association, or more than an equal number of churches 
repre-eated in the union when it was first formed, and 
et those continental churches had wants which the 
Euglish brethren only could relieve. In 1833, the Bicen- 
tenary of their existence as a denomination, the Baptist 
Board first ventured to address the sister churches 
joined in a triennial convention of the United States on 
their moral im pe in the guilt ok American 
slavery. The subject of emancipation which had then 

become so serious in England was even then becomi 
serious in the United States. It had been found in 18 

tat by exhausting the land on which it operated slave 
labour demanded for its continuance a n increase 
of territory. nye ew interests required the settlement 
of the question whether slavery should be extended or 
not. The Baptist Board met the question on religious 


grounds, but their first address, in 1833, was thrown 
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aside by those into whose hands it fell as a frebrand, but 
it was rescued from oblivion and brought out to the 


Vork. God only knew what effect that o 1 u 
had had in fostering the aim and course of the present 


between. (Cheers.) The conflict which had 


urch from the ci wel 
churhes io an 2 
b other mare thal 
welearly Shown that ‘Ghurc 
‘ground indecencies, an 
adopted to defend or exalt a State Church and per- 
petuate a compulsory support of religion und religious 
education, had two aspects in which they should be 
stadied. In one aspect they appeared as infringing 
the rights of citizens, and provoking and justify- 
open constitutional resistance; and in another 
t they dishonoured the Redeemer before all man- 
kind, diminishing everywhere the intended effect of 
his dominion, As citizens they could everywhere 
protest against civil wrongs, but the churches in union 
could bear their testimony inst’ tHe moral and 
spiritual injury inflicted on the empire, and on all 
mankind, by those vitiating ministrations. The Bicen- 
tenary celebration of the year did not point to the origin 
of any one body of Dissenters. Even the Act of Uni- 
formity did not influence Dissenters so much as other 
acts of Parliament which followed it. Conformity with 
hierarchical ceremonies was not then for the first time 
required, nor did a refusal to all and everything con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer become for the 
first time an offence. Through all its changes the 
Nee of England has been true to its intolerance, 
and the Government of England had been true to its 
political intention tosubjugate the Church to its own laws, 
and to use its influence for its own purposes. (Cheers.) 
The feast of St. Bartholomew had been chosen as the 
day on which two events should prove how per- 
fectly the law and aim of the Saviour might be 
reversed to dishonour him and his disciples. In 
1572 public thanks were ordered by the so-called 
father of the Christian world, for that unpardonable but 
effective treachery by which 70,000 devoted Huguenots 
to whom religious freedom had been promised, were by 
a secret and dastardly stratagem betrayed and victimised 
in an unparalleled massacre. And it was well chosen 
by Charles IT. as that on which the promise given at his 
restoration but a year before, of toleration for tender 
consciences, might with such impudence be broken as to 
prove before the men of all future generations the base 
and unprincipled character of his own. (Cheers. 
Charles II. claimed our thanks for the benefit confe 
upon all mankind by his St. Bartholomew ceremony. 


Cromwell had sifted the hirelin ministry, and many of 


the clergy lost their livings during the Commonwealth, 
not for their love of truth and fear of God, but for 
immoralities which invaded civil rights, The livings 
which they vacated were filled up by better men, and 
the clergy who greeted Charles II. on his return could 


not, without insult, be compared with the clerzy whose | 


improprieties dishonoured the reign of his father and 
hastened his public execution. The fact that 1,800 or 
2,000, or 2,400 as some said, were ready to rebuke the 
perfidy of Charles, bravely relinquished for the truth 
of their Jivings, proved that the men appointed to 
minister in the Church during the Commonwealth were 
wisely chosen, and had the consistency to endure suf- 
ferings when their convictions would not allow them to 
conform ; and in this respect they formed a noble con- 
trast with the King who abused their confidence, 
The Bicentenary of their Nonconformity might be 
justly celebrated now because the errors and the wrongs 
or which they suffered still exist. The Book of Com- 

mon Prayer expressly assumed the 7 fraud of 
sacramental grace, and the citizens of England were 
compelled to foster the clergy who subscri to all it 
contained. (Cheers.) The clergy in 1662 refused assent 
to the Book of Common Prayer because it was not con- 
formed to the clear and grammatical teaching of Holy 
Scripture. In short, they chose to obey God rather 
than men. Special pleadings in defence of the hierarchy 
and its formularies had been so numero contra- 
dictory appeals to Scripture had been made with such 
diversified reputation, that now the authority of Scrip- 
ture itself was assailed with most assiduous pleading 
by Churchmen in holy orders who 3 took their 
whole authority from the oracles of God. Essays 
and Reviews,” following up the designs of the Oxford 
Tract men, had brought a new era into the Church of 
England. Learned and reverend men were now pre- 
Pinging to the interpretation of Holy Cigars ind 
ein on pture imagina- 

tions and theories which had —— in common but 
their falsehood and absurdity. Against those demoralis- 
ing elements the Church of Christ was called’ upon to 
do battle for the words of everlasting life. (Cheers.) 
Literary labour did not fall within the province of the 
t Union, and if ever it attempted a logical refuta- 
tion of heresy that attempt should be made with the 

test caution possible. But it was not without 

1 5 that God was permitting the wise to be ensnared 

in their own corruptions of his holy Word. It was the 

will of God that men should learn from their own 


ve it the life wer of a tical reality. Durin 
i celebration of this year it — be —. ote oon. 


use they deemed menaces and official 
ties of less importance than the commandments of 
ad Lord, it would be unfortunate if those who 

utified their sepulchres should, by a reversal of their 


rtment, de te the truth for which they suffered 
pos into n the wealth which they 


) Itought not to be forgotten 
A ghee rmer 


age could carry the objects 


. 4 


| 4,158 members during the year, or an average of 


— 


ula- thought should humble them. Not a single step had 


for which these men had suffered far onwards towards 
completion. (Cheers.) The experience of 200 years 
had proved that without securing any conformity to be 


de e of 1662 could never — ess thé 
word of | Gog! made of none effect. But , while 
em Hing eit sepalchres, the men w com- 


memorated their acts forsook their principles, no argu- 
ment coald shield them from the deserved rebuke. 
(Hear, hear.) The time was come when faithful men 


should hold fast their hope, and hold it up to others. 
Meanwhile there were indications of a better time 


t 
condemns, (Cheers.) 


The Rev. W. F. Burcuett, of Blackpool, then 
engaged in prayer, and after some routine business 
had been transacted, a vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr. Stovel for his address, together with a re- 
quest that he would place the manuscript in the 
hands of the committee for publication along with 
the minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN acceded to this request, reserving 
to himself the right of separately publishing the 
address. 

The Rev. J. H. HIN rox read the annual report of 
the committee, which stated that there are at the 
present time thirty-seven associations in connexion 
with the Union, from three of which, containing 
thirty-one churches, no report had been received. 
1.120 churches had reported to the Union as to their 
state, and there thus appeared a clear increase of 


nearly 44 per church. This showed a considerable 
falling off as compared with the two preceding 
years, the average for 1859 being ten members per 
church, and for 1860 eleven. The elements of these 
rapid changes were chiefly to be found in the Welsh 
churches. The only matter of strictly denomina- 
tional interest to which the attention of the com- 
mittee had been directed during the year was the 
state of the law affecting chapel deeds, on which sub- 
ject circulars had been issued to the churches, 
Petitions to Parliament had also been prepared in 
support of Sir Morton Peto’s Burial Bill. The re- 
mainder of the report was occupied with a narration 
of the steps taken by the committee with a view to 
the celebration of the Bicentenary, the address to 
American churches, and the deputation to Earl 
Russell on the subject of threatened hostilities, aud 
also the successful effort to induce the Committee of 
the B:itish and Foreign Bible Society to rescind a 
rule which debarred the Bible colporteurs in Sweden 
from participating in the privilege of having the 
society’s Libles supplied to them at the reduced 


ices, 

On the motion of the Rev. F. TRTSTRAIL, the 
report, as read, was unanimously adopted, after a 
few remarks from Mr. UNDERHILL advocating the 
infusion of a more practical element into the Union. 
This subject, however, was more fully canvassed in 
the course of a discussion which we give below on a 
subsequent resolution. 

The cash account showed a slight falling off in the 
receipts of the Union. 

A preliminary and somewhat irregular discussion 
took place on the subject of the appointment of the 
committee to nominate the committee and officers 
for the ensuing year. That committee—the Nomi- 
nation Committee, as it is called—has been usually 
named by the chairman, acting on the suggestion of 
the secretary, On this occasion Mr. W. HEATON 
proposed that the meeting should take the duty into 
its own hands, and a subsequent proposal was made 
that an addition of twelve ministers from the country 
should be made to the annual committee. Ultimately 
it was resolved that— 

Anything on the records of the Union notwithstanding, this 
seasion do now proceed to the appointment of the Nomination 
Committee, 

The Committee appointed in accordance with this 
resolution subsequently nominated the Aunual Com- 
mittee, the names upon which were agreed to by the 
meeting. 

The other orders of the day were then deferred, 
to make way for the resolution which immediately 
follows. f 

The Rev. J. J. Brown moved the following reso- | 
lation :— 

That it be an instruction to the in-coming Committee, to con- 
sider what steps may be adopted to make the Union more effi- 
cient for the promotion of the interests of the denomination, 
und that a meeting of the Committee be held on the evening 
preceding the next Quarterly Meeting of the Missionary Society, 
tor the special examination of this question. 

Any one who had heard the report read, must have 
felt that its greatest recommendation was its extreme 
brevity. The only matter contained in it which 
could interest the meeting much was one which he 


been taken by the Union in reference to the celebra- 


tion of the Bicentenary of 1662 till February last. 


The Congregationalists had stated in the Town-hall | 


at Birmingham, to early as the autumn, what they 
had resolved ho som doing, but yet the Baptist Union, 
six months afterwards, had the simplicity to ask 

them to — all their scheme, — to unite in a 
new organi ity b | 
a golden opportunity by not adopting a similar course 

to that taken by the Congregationalists. They would 
have stood in relation to the question on a footing 


committee or the Union itself, touching the great 
pov em 3 denomination, od — of which 
would co extensive sympathy and pecuniary 
support. Why should not the a8 have the op- 
portunity of trying what it could do with those 
questions? (Hear, hear.) He was much impressed 
with the importance of having a national institution 
for the aid of aged and retiring pastors, and also of 
establishing schools for the ed 

children, (Hear, hear.) Why could not those sub- 


jects be viewed in connexion with the Union? 
(Cheers.) 


possessed, it 
could not exul 


n. He thought the Baptists had lost | 


which no other denomination could have taken. 
Look, for instance, at the question of baptismal re- 


eneration. No other religious body was entirely 
ree from the heresy, and yet the Baptists were 


either to be merged in other denominations or to be 
left to 
the Ba ; 
not, then let it expire—it was only in the way. He 
would rather have a Union composed of a handred 
churches only, if they could act together on the great 
questions of the day, than one numbering 1,200 
—* that was no Union except in name. (Hear, 

ear, ) 


othing at all. The question was, could 
Union do anything practical? If it could 


ucation of ministers’ 


The Rev. J. P. MunsxrlL, of Leicester, said that if 


the business of the Union was to do as little as pos- 
sible, and to help others to do nothing, it was hardly 


worth while for them to attend. ith regard to 


the action taken by the committee upon the Bicen- 
tenary question, he must say that he felt pro 
They had been continually twitted asa denomina- 
tion with being the most sectarian of all sects, but it 
had been left to them to prove that the charge of 
sectarianism must lie elsewhere. He regretted that 
that glorious year was to be frittered away in de- 
nominational action. (Hear, hear.) 


1 of it. 


The Rev, J. H. Hinton said that the mover of the 


resolution had fallen into two mistakes of consider- 
able importance. He had mis-stated a date and a 
fact. Instead of in February, it was in the Novem- 


ber previous, that the committee first took action in 


reference to the Bicentenary, and instead of the Bap- 
tists asking the Operon to forego the 


whole of their scheme, they had expressly stated 


that so far as the collection and application of money 


was concerned, it was their proposition that each de- 
nomination should act independently. He felé much 
indebted to his friend Mr. Mursell for his vindica- 
tion of the committee, and he could not but think 
that Mr. Brown himself would live to see that they 
had adopted the wisest course. (Hear, hear.) Then 
with regard to the Union doing nothing—no one 
would advocate such a thing. The danger wa: lest 
it should attempt more than it could accomplish. 
No one could read through the report and say that 
it had done nothing during the past year. Blot it 
out of existence and its absence would be felt in the 


country. (Hear, hear.) There were many shades 


and diversities of doctrinal sentiment im the deno- 


mination, and to attempt to blend them all would be 
only trying to amalgamate the contents of a bomb— 
it would result in an explosion. (Laughter.) At- 
tempts had been made in the past, but they had 


ltogether failed; but he supposed the younger 


a 

brethren must get the same experience as their 
elders. He was perfectly willing to help them to 
carry out their views, but he cautioned them that 


they were only going to dash their heads against a 


brick wall, (Laughter and cheers.) 


Mr. W. HEATON rose to confirm the statement of 
the previous speaker as to the course taken by the 
committee on the Bicentenary question. For him- 
self he felt provd of that course, It would no doubt 
have been a grand thing if they could have built a 
thousand chapels and done what Dr. Evans had 
suggested they should try and accomplish. But he 
could not see the connection between those objects 
and the lessons to be learned from the event of 1662, 
and he believed that if they used the year aright 
they would after all materially strengthen their 
hands as a denomination. The question simply was, 
whether they could not put a new power iato the 
Union, and, having done well in the past, whether 
they could not look forward and do better for the 
future. (Hear, hear.) * 

The Rev. F. TRESTRATL. said that the first sugges- 
tion that the Baptist Union should take uny steps 
in reference to the celebration of the Bicentenary 
was made to him by an Ind lent minister—the 
Rev. R. Macheth, of Hammersmith, —in November 
last, and that steps were imm taken to con- 
vene a meeting of the committee to consider the 
subject. He regretted, therefore, that the least re- 
flection should be cast upon the Independent’ body, 
as he believed they took the denominational course 
simply because no other specific. object was placed 
before them. 


regret was tha 


some of his friends had done. He t. 


one hun after an impossible oathal. 
S 


of fidelity to 


the Bicentenary was the celebration 
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a commemoration of faithfainess to conscience. 
Joined with that there were certain Scriptural tru 

which they were called to uphold, avd as the 
Baptist denomination held some of these truths with 
cleaner hands than other denominations—he referred 


to the question of baptismal ion—he felt 
that they had lost an unity of taking an inde- 
pendent stand which t have materially improved 
their position asa 1 . Afterall, when 
the Bicentenary interest had faded away, the men 


who had built the chapels would be taken to have 
reared the best monument. (Cheers. ) 


The CHarrMAN before putting the resolution de- 
_ @lared his unqualified approbation of it. He had 
from the beginning watched the meetings of the Union 
with care, and he bad noticed that the interest of the 
churches in it waxed or waned in proportion to the 
living business brought before it. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


The CratrMan said he had prepared the following 
minute on the American war :— 


The ministers and delegates convened in the annual 
session of this Union hereby express their unfeigned 
grief for the calamity of civil war in the United 
States of America, and for the sin of slavery with its 
consequences to which it must be traced. The sym- 
pathy which is here cherished for the churches of 
America who suffer, and must suffer, the better results 
of this warfare, is also hereby declared to be more 
tender and intense than the brethren are able to de- 
scribe. They implore of Almighty God that all who 
revere his name in America. may by his grace be led to 
repudiate with still greater decision whatever remains 
of attachment to the falling, system of slavery and to 
every form in which prejudice and injustice have been 
suffered to injure the coloured race. They would at the 
same time express their cordial approval of the religious 
bodies in America of every name who hold slavery to be 
a san, and who decline. Christian fellowship with slave- 
holders. The presence of the Rev, Cyrus Pitts Grosvenor 
at the sessions of this Union is hailed by the brethren 
as justifying a hope that many in the United States are 
ready to protect the coloured péople against social wrong 
and to honour them as members of the human family. 
While commending brother Grosvenor as president of 
the Central Colleges in New York to Christian coun- 
tenance and aid, and his noble enterprise of pleadin 
for education accessible on equal terms to coloure 
persons, the brethren hope and pray that the oppression 
and dishonour done to Africansin America may speedily 
and for ever cease. (Cheers.) 


The chairman said that part of the minute printed 
in italics did not form part of the original document, 
but had been inserted at the request of a brother 
who was present. He had no objection to adopt it. 

The Rev. J. Wess moved the adoption of the 


minute, and the motion was seconded by the Rev. 
Mr. WALLACE. 


Mr. UNDERHILL suggested that the use of the 
word must in the sense that the brethren ‘‘ must 
suffer,” might be construed to mean punitive suffer- 
ing, and it might be thought that the Union had 
taken up a judicial position inthe matter. In other 
respects he cordially approved of the minute. 


The Rev. J. T. Brown, and the Rev. W. H. 
Bonner, supported it. 


The Rev. C. P. GROSVkNOR, upon the invitation 
of the chairman, briefly addreesed the assembly. He 
stated the circumstances connected with the recep- 
tion of the address of the Union to the American 


Churches in 1833, and the influence for good which 


it excited when published, and enumerated various 
efforts made by the Baptist Churches in the Northern 
States in behalf of the negro, Since the outbreak 
of war there had been a great revolution of feeling 
with regard to slavery, on the principle that either 
the nation or slavery must perish—but the feeling 
was a political one rather than a Christian one. It 
was not founded upon the principle that Christianity 
requires us to accord equal rights to the coloured 
* 

The motion was then adopted as it stands. 


The Rev. W. F. BuROHBLL moved, and Mr. E. B. 
UNDERHILL seconded, a resolution of gratitude and 
hope upon the state of the denomination. 


The Rev. Mr. Davis moved, and the Rev. 


Mr. GRACE seconded, the following resolution, which 
was agreed to :— 


That the session fully approve the conduct of the committee 
in calling the attention of the churches to the enrolment of 
their trust-deeds in Chancery. And while they are glad that 
an extension of time till the 17th of May, 1844, is likely to be 


om by orien oan ha — less — rr churches 
The Rev. J. H. Hiwron moved, and Mr. E. B. 
UNDERHILL seconded, the following resolution: — 


That the session sympathise in the celebration of the 
24th of August, 1862, as the Bicentenary of St. Bartholomew's 
Day, 1662, when about 2,000 clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
Jand relinquished, for conscience’ sake, their palpits and their 
livings; and that th their brethren 


ey earnestly recommend 
throughout the country to familiarise their people both with 
the and the lessons of this * and im- 
portant event. The session also entirely ves of the step 
taken by the committee to engage and te in this matter 
undenominational and united action, and commend tte 
Central United Committee to a most cordial and energetic 


The Rev. Mr, Wa.tace wished there had been 
denominational as well as united action. 

The Rev. J. J. Brown moved the omission ol the 
latter part of the resolution, after the word event.“ 

The Rev. ©. Vince seconded the amendment, 
alleging that the course Vir by the Central 
Deals was not after all undenominational. 

The original motion was carried by » small’ 
majority. 
2 petition to both Houses of Parliament in favour 
b Sir Morton Peto’s Burial Bill having been adopted, 


sundry votes of thanks were and the pro- 


adequate, could be made, by God’s Holy Spirit, powerful 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY So αHοfꝗ r. 


r 

presidency of El- L ee 
After prayer by the Rev. C. H. Spurcron, er 
The CHAIRMAN craved pe 0 


this society wen held at the |. 


to tender his thanks to the committes for Navin — } tention 


nated him to that To labonr in any way for the 

IAA of the Letd 900. Christ 

he hoped ever to regard as the highest honour that could 

devolve upon man. They had met for of 

promoting the cause of Home Missions: by tist 
enomination ; and he thankfal that the Grst 

sion on which he presented himself to the public in his 


present capacity was in connexion with an effort for the (Cheers. ) — 1 0 
iritual welfare of his own country. Bat the first thought . 
shat struck the mind in directing ite attention tothe ob- | and tie stone Gare ren to tho’ eheirman, 


ject before them was the singularity of the fact that this 
country should need Home Missions; and probably this 
would not have been the case now if there had been a 
practical unity amongst all Christians who hold the Head- 
ship of Christ. There must, therefore, devolve somewhere | 
or other a terrible responsibility for the waste of our 

efforts and resources. But as Ching? exist, the only 
remedy to be supplied was for denomination to 
work as efficiently as possible to promote the 
evangelisation of the people. He rejoiced that 
the attention of this association had of late 
been turned to the spiritual destitution of the 
metropolis, which greatly needed the efforts of the 
churches to remove. appily in this task, which 
would be hopeless to any one body of Christians, | 
numerous agencies were engaged, and had been divinely | 
blessed. Let it ever be borne in mind that the smallest 
means, in human estimation perfectly trival ‘and in- 


to accomplish, not only what we want, but more than ) 


we could conceive. Looking from the human agency to ) 
the Divine there would be found to be ample motives , 
to encourage us in the prosecution of this work. Let us 
then go forth io aspirit of humble dependence upon Him | 
who has said, Not by might, nor hy power, but by my | 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Cheers.) | 
The Rev. S. J. Davis, the secretary, read the 
report. It stated that several years ago some earnest 
members of this body reflected upon the great want of 
Baptist churches in large towns. Many oircum- 
stances prevented their complete success in that 
direction, but something had been done. Several 
new stations had been opened, and at one of 
them in Wales eminent: success attended the efforts 
made. An agent had been located in Middlesborough, 
and the society had renewed its assistance to the 
churches at Hartlepool, Tenby, and Hereford, and there | 
was a fair prospect that these would ere lont become | 
self-sustaining communities. In London an effort had | 
been made to meet the wants of the Baptist churches. | 
Assistance had been given in 65 places in the country | 
to missionaries and grantees, exclusive of those aided by 
affiliated societies. The total number of additions | 


during the year to these 65 stations was 302, making an | 


average of six to each church. The school returns were | 
mostly good. Open-air services during the summer 
months had been numerous and useful. The income for 
the year was 1,843/. lls, 6d., and a balance remained in 
hand of 371. 58. IId. 


The Rev, J. H. MILLARD moved the first resolution, as 
follows :— 


“That the meeting regard with satisfaction the efforts of 
the committee to extend the operations of the society in our 
large towns generally, and to the me lis in particular ; 
and desires to express its gratitude to Almighty God for the 
measure of success which has attended the labours of its 
agents during the past year. 

The missionary work at home demanded the special 
attention of Christian people. They could not think 
their work at home accomplished while so many of all 
classes, more especially of the working classes, preferred 
the alehouse to the sanctuary, and believed in the 
atheism of a Robert Owen and a Holyoake, or in the 
mad ravings of Joe Smith, the Mormon, rather than in 
the precepts and doctrines of God’s most holy word. 
There was by no means adequate provision in the large 
manufacturing towns for religious teaching. In some of 


and the proceedings were brought to a close, © 


BIBLE BRANSLATION SOCIETY. 

On Thursday night the twenty-second anniversary 
meeting of this ee ) yD held in Ki 
ate-street Chapel, Holborn, “The attendance 
rom numerous, The Rev. F. 
occupied the chair, and was s : 
Messrs. Trestrail, Kvans, Webb, Wills, and Thomp- 
son, Mr. N. B. Underhill, and others, After singing, 


; 


reading, and prayer, A awe 
The Cuareman, in the course of his opening re- 


| marks, asked, with what object was the society estab- 


lished? The original design was “to aid in the 
Printing and circulating those translations of the 

oly Scriptures from which the British and Foreign 
Bible — has withdrawn its assistance on account 
of the word relating to the ordinance of baptism 
having been translated by terms aigniſying immer- 
sion,’ and further to aid in printing and ciretlatin 
ms — of tho Word a. God similarly. faithf 
and com It was acknowledged on every hand 
that the work was a difficult one. None but those 
who had attempted it could ever estimate the toil an d 
trouble which were involved in translating the Sact d 
Scriptures for public use. The society had en lea - 
voured to realise the meaning of the text, Surely 
such a work deserved the sympathy and support of 
all Baptists,.. (“ Hear, hear, and cheers.) 

The Rev. Dr. Evansjread the report, Which said : 
„The prevailing distress t the manufao- 
turing districts to some extent diminished the 
ordinary income of the Bible Translation Society 
during the past year; but the committee gratefully 
record the fact that, through the legacies of some of 
its former subscribers, the amount received has 
reached the sum of 2,361“. 11s, 11d,, beinganiacrease 
of 3521, 17s, 7d. over the receipts of the 
year.” | The report then proceeded bo refer to the ap- 
} ropriations that had been made —— — year, and 
tothe printing of the Scriptures by the ist Mission 
Press ad Caloutta, and to other translations. The 
committee ex thanks to those brethren who had 
rendered efficient aid to the eacisty during the past 
year, and they earnestly entreat from all their friends 
throughout the country a juster a of the 
object and aims of the society, aud a more hearty 
sympathy and support in the endeavour to place the 
Word of Life in the hands of the ,» eo tran- 
* that it may be easily read and understood by 
“ | 

The Rev, Jonx Sate, Missionary from Oaloutta, 
moved the adoption of the report, which was sevonded 
by the Rev. J. E. Gites, and carried. 

The usual formal resolutions were passed, and a 


vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the pro- 
ceedings. 


IRISH EVANGELIOAL SOOIBTY AND 
HOME MISSION. 


the oldest cities in Lancashire and York there bad not 
been till this year for any length of time a Baptist 
church, and in many other large towns the Baptist cause 
was expiring. The Baptist denomination ought not to 
be content to allow this state of things to continue in 
the face of the growing population of the country. He 
trusted that the result of that meeting would be to stir 
up the children of God to renewed exertion for the 
spread of the kingdom of Chri-t. 

The Rev. H. Dowson, of Bradford, seconded the resolu- 
tion. He rejoiced to see that the chair was occupied by 
a gentleman whose name was so closely identified with 
the cause of civil and religious liberty, which was also 
connected with the prosperity of such institutions as 
theirs, (Cheers.) The society was about to enter upon 
a career of en Christian exertion. Hitherto the 
ep had been remiss ia their duty, but the time 

come for renewed effort. Awongst country towns 
the city of York had undergone a very remarkable 
change, A new ion had been brought in under 
the influence of railways and of extended commerce 
who were not prepare“ to bow to any ecclesiasti 


to. 
proposed the next 


That as the prosperity of Great Britain, and its influence for 
good on other nat 8 on ny increased evangelisation, 
this meeting is of opinion that thoreused attention should be 
given to the claims of our home population, and would 


the of the denomination 
berally’ to supply the comics of this with. the 
means both of extending ; operations and them 


that this 1 ; 
Shirdi 2 object. had to be acoom 


The third committee meeting of this society was 
held in Vork - street Dublin, on the 16th and 
16th, and part of the 17th instant. The chair was 
tuken by O. Jupe, Ksq,, and there were also present 
tle Revs. T. Aveling, George Smith, J. De Kewer 
Williams, J. B. Paton, H. Ollard, Dr. Urwick, N. 
Shepperd, R. Sewell, A. King, J. G. Manly, and 
Messrs. S. Morley, G. Foley, W. Shaw, H. Loechman, 
T. Mallinson, J. Shaw, J. Fraser, P. Tait, aud Dr. 
Collins. At the first of these meetings the Rev. J. 
G. Manly was unanimously chosen at the secretary in 
Treland, and the Rey. W. Tarbotton as the secretary 
in England. This was followed by the reports of the 
four deputations, particularly of the English — 
utations ; viz., the Rey. 1. B, Paton, for the 
Central and Western route; the Rev. T. Avaling and 
O. Jupe, Esq., for the Southern; the Rev. H. Ollard, 
for the Northern; and the Rev. J. De Kewer Wil- 
liame, for the North-Western. These reports evinced 
the earnestness and calm r with 
which the whole fleld had been exam and con- 
sidered, and they formed valuable contributions to 
the committee's means of knowing snd judging. 
Another valuable result of the week's visitation will 
doubtless be the greatly deepened in of the 
— — visitors in the evangelisation of and 
in the plans and o the 


ions of this society, and 
* 9 — 
he — 


extension of that interest in their several 
deputations had s pecia 
1 as the retirement „ 


On the second day the | 
for § 


Home Misionary Society opuld effect . 


progress. He for the time when all the | 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


——— 
— — 


aside by those into whose hands it fell as a firebrand, but 
it was rescued from oblivion and brought out to the 
churches of America by one who had outlived the con- 
flict and was present at that meeting—the Rev. Cyrus 
Pitts Grosvenor, president of the Central College, New 
Vork. God only knew what effect that communication 
had had in fostering the aim and course of the present 
lamentable war. Slavery was now doomed to extinction 
in the United States, and the hero of emancipation was | 
there present to plead for the elevation of the coloured 


for which these men had suffered far onwards towards 
completion. (Cheers.) The experience of 200 years 
had proved that without securing any conformity to be 
desired, the Act of 1662 could never stand unless the 
word of God Was made of none effect. But if while 
embellishing their sepulchres, the men who com- 
memorated their acts forsook their principles, no argu- 
ment could shield them from the deserved rebuke. 
(Hear, hear.) The time was come when faithful men 
should hold fast their hope, and hold it up to others, 


generation. No other religious body was entirely 
free from the heresy, and yet the Baptists were 
either to be merged in other denominations or to be 
left to do nothing at all. The question was, could 
the Baptist Union do anything practical? If it could 
not, then let it expire—it was only in the way. He 
would rather have a Union composed of a handred 
churches only, if they could act together on the great 
questions of the day, than one numbering 1,200 


race. The churches of America and England were dis- | Meanwhile there were indications of a better time churches that was no Union except in name, (Hear, 

tinct, indeed, like the waves that beat upon the shore of | coming. Provided as it never was before, the Bible was | hear, 

either continent; but in all that was essential to the | abroad, while Sabbath-schools and classes for its study The Rev. Dr. Evans, in seconding the motion, ’ 
reign of the Redeemer they were one, like the ocean | prepared the young t» realise its teachings. Against all 


said he cordially approved the remarks made by the 


forms of infidelity appeal was made to its instruction recedin ker. A conviction w etting abroad 
both by rich and poor. A longing for the pure and un- Seq ‘eee the Union did or at Need — do, the 


sophisticated terms of mercy might be found in untaught 7 : 
labourers, in merchant — 4 men of vast and varied | matter, and he thought a aloes Sone yes oe 
learning, in legislators, in nobles near the throne—yea, | reso aye and infused @ little new blood into the 


in the royal household. Such uses of God's word | Unioa, 


that rolled between. (Cheers.) The conflict which had 
turned the whole discussion of religious liberty from the 
question of Dis-enters’ grievances to the separation of | 
the Church from the civil power, had placed the Baptist | 
churches io a new relation to the Government, aud made | 
union with each other more than ever desirable. It had 


been clearly shown that Church-rates, University tests, 
burial-ground indecencies, and the various measures 
adopted to defend or exalt a State Church and per- 


petuate a compulsory support of religion und religious 


education, had two aspects in which they thould ba 
stadied. In one aspect they appeared as infringing 
the rights of citizens, and provoking and justify- 
ing open constitutional resistance; and in another 
aspect they cishonoured the Redeemer before all man- 
kind, diminishing everywhere the intended effect of 
his dominion. As citizens they could everywhere 
protest against civil wrongs, but the churches in union 
could bear their testimony against the moral and 
spiritual injury inflicted on the empire, and on all 
mankind, by those vitiating ministrations. The Bicen- 
tenary celebration of the year did not point to the origin 
of any one body of Dissenters. Even the Act of Uni- 


‘ 2 . )j 1 ö a. ’ 4 f ° 1 

formity did not influence Dissenters . . with the Union, from three of which, containing 
hierarchical ceremonies was not then for the first time | 
required, nor did a refusal to all and everything con- 


tained in the Book of Common Prayer become for the 


acts of Parliament which followed it. 


first time an offence. Through all its changes the 
hierarchy of England has been true to its intolerance, 
and the Government of England had been true to its 
political intention tosubjugate the Church to its own laws, 
and to use its influence for its own purposes. (Cheers.) 
The feast of St. Bartholomew had been chosen as the 
day on which two events should prove how per- 
fectly the law and aim of the Saviour might be 
reversed to dishonour him and his disciples. In 
1572 public thanks were ordered by the so-called 
father of the Christian world, for that unpardonable but 
effective treachery by which 70,000 devoted Huguenots 
to whom religious freedom had been promised, were by 
a secret and dastardly stratagem betrayed and victimised 
in an unpiralleled massacre. And it was well chosen 
by Charles IT. as that on which the promise given at his 
restoration but a year before, of toleration for tender 
consciences, might with such impudence be broken as to 
prove before the men of all future generations the base 
and unprincipled character of his own. (Cheers.) 
Charles II. claimed our thanks for the benefit conferred 
upon all mankind by his St. Bartholomew ceremony. 
Cromwell had sifted the hireling ministry, and many of 
the clergy lost their livings during the Commonwealth, 
not for their love of truth and fear of God, but for 
immoralitics which invaded civil rights. The livings 
which they vacated were filled up by better men, and 
the clergy who greeted Charles II. on his return could 
not, without insult, be compared with the clerszy whose 
improprieties dishonoured the reign of his father and 
hastened his public execution. The fact that 1,800 or 
2,000, or 2,400 as some said, were ready to rebuke the 
perfidy of Charles, bravely relinquished for the truth 
of God their livings, proved that the men appointed to 
minister in the Church during the Commonwealth were 
wisely chosen, and had the consistency to endure suf- 
ferings when their convictions would not allow them to 
conform ; and in this respect they formed a noble con- 
trast with the King who abused their confidence. 
The Bicentenary of their Nonconformity might be 
ustly celebrated now because the errors and the wrongs 
or which they suffered still exist. Tie Book of Com- 
mon Prayer expressly assumed the Papal fraud of 
sacramental grace, and the citizens of England were 
compelled to foster the clergy who subscribed to all it 
contained. (Cheers.) The clergy in 1662 refused assent 


to the Book of Common Prayer because it was not con- | 


formed to the clear and grammatical teaching of Holy 
Scripture. In short, they chose to obey God rather 
than men. Special pleadings in defence of the hierarchy 
and its formularies had been so numerous, and contra- 
dictory appeals to Scripture had been made with such 


diversified reputation, that now the authority of Scrip- | 
ture itself was assailed with most assiduous pleading resolution subsequently nominated the Annual Com- 
| mittee, the names upon which were agreed to by the 
meeting. 

| The other orders of the day were then deferred, 
to make way for the resolution which immediately 
follows. 

The Rev. J. J. Brown moved the following reso- 


by Churchmen in holy orders who professedly took their 
whole authority from the oracles of God. The“ Essays 
and Reviews,“ following up the designs of the Oxford 
Tract men, had brought a new era into the Church of 
England. Learned and reverend men were now pre- 
pared to hazard the interests of time and eternity by 
bringing to the interpretation of Holy Scripture imagina- 
tions and theories which had nothing in common but 
their falsehood and absurdity. Ayainst those demoralis- 
ing elements the Church of Christ was called upon to 
do battle for tie words of everlasting life. (Cheers.) 
Literary labour did not fall within the province of the 
Baptist Union, and if ever it attempted a logical refuta- 
tion of heresy that attempt should be made with the 

test caution possible. But it was not without 


that God was permitting the wise to be ensnared | 


a 

i 
in their own corruptions of his holy Word. It was the 
will of God that men should learn from their own 
experience to appreciate his kingdom upon earth. He 
would not have it estimated for ever as a mere specula- 
tion or a changing dream. He was giving it and would 
ve it the life and power of a practical reality. During 
the celebration of this year it would be most important 
for the churches to retain a just conception of their 
Own responsibility. If the sufferers of 1662 were 
praised use they deemed menaces and official 
dignities of less importance than the commandments of 
the Lord, it would be unfortunate if those who 
— their sepulchres should, by a reversal of their 
1 depreciate the truth for which they suffered 
1 into dependence upon the wealth which they 
— ned. (Hear, hear.) It ought not to be forgotten 
t. yo half the decision and faithfulness of former 
» the believers of this age could carry the objects 


invited the enterprise of Christian faithfulmess and 
justified alarms for all who pleaded for what that word 


condeinns, (Cheers.) 


The Rev. W. F. Burcuett, of Blackpool, then 


| engaged in prayer, and after some routine business 
| had been transacted, a vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr. Stovel for his address, together with a re- 
quest that he would place the manuscript in the 


hands of the committee for publication along with 
the minutes. 


The CHAIRMAN acceded to this request, reserving 


— — 


to himself the right of separately publishing the 
address. 


The Rev. J. H. HIN rox read the annual report of 


the committee, which stated that there are at the 


present time thirty-seven associations in connexion 


thirty-one churches, no report had been received. 
1,126 churches had reported to the Union as to their 
state, and there thus appeared a clear increase of 
4,158 members during the year, or an average of 
nearly 44 per church. This showed a considerable 
falling off as compared with the two preceding 
years, the average for 1859 being ten members per 
church, and for 1860 eleven. The elements of these 
rapid changes were chiefly to be found in the Welsh 
churches. The only matter of strictly denomina- 
tional interest to which the attention of the com- 


ject circulars had been issued to the churches. 
P.titions to Parliament had also been prepired in 
support of Sir Morton Peto’s Burial Bill. The re- 
mainder of the report was occupied with a narration 
of the steps taken by the committee with a view to 
the celebration of the Bicentenary, the address to 
American churches, and the deputation to Earl 
Russell on the subject of threatened hostilities, and 
also the successful effort to induce the Committee of 
the B itish and Foreign Bible Society to resvind a 


from participating in the privilege of having the 
society’s Libles supplied to them at the reduced 
prices, 

On the motion of the Rev. F. TRESTRAIL, the 
report, as read, was unanimously adopted, after a 
few remarks from Mr. UNDERHILL advocating the 
infusion of a more practical element into the Union. 
This subject, however, was more fully canvassed in 
the course of a discussion which we give below on a 
subsequent resolution. 

The cash account showed a slight falling off in the 
receipts of the Union. 

A preliminary and somewhat irregular discussion 
took place on the subject of the appointment of the 
committee to nominate the committee and officers 
for the ensuing year. That committee—the Nomi- 


nation Committee, as it is called—has been usually 
named by the chairman, acting on the suggestion of 
the secretary. Ona this occasion Mr. W. Heaton 
proposed that the meeting should take the duty into 


— 


its own hands, and a subsequent proposal was made 
that an addition of twelve ministers from the country 


should be made to the annual committee. Ultimately 


it was resolved that— 
Anything on the records of the Union notwithstanding, this 


| session do now procezd to the appointment of the Nomination 


Committee. 
The Committee appointed in accordance with this 


lution :— 


That it be an instruction to the in-coming Committee, to con- 
sider what steps may be adopted to make the Union more effi- 
cient for the promotion of the interests of the denomination, 
and that a meeting of the Committee be held on the evening 


preceding the next Quarterly Meeting of the Missionary Society, 
tor the special examination of this question. 


Any one who had heard the report read, must have 
felt that its greatest recommendation was its extreme 


| brevity. The only matter contained in it which 


could interest the meeting much was one which he 
thought should humble them. Nota single step had 
been taken by the Union in reference to the celebra- 
tion of the Bicentenary of 1662 till February last. 
The Congregationalists had stated in the Town-hall 
at Birmingham, so early as the autumn, what they 
had resolved upon doing, but yet the Baptist Union, 
six months afterwards, had the simplicity to ask 
them to forego all their scheme, and to unite in a 
new organisation. He thought the Baptists had lost 
a golden opportunity by not adopting a similar course 
to that taken by the Congregationalists. They would 
have stood in relation to the question on a footing 
which no other denomination could have taken. 


Look, for instance, at the question of baptismal re- 


| 


mittee had been directed during the yore re 
st ite of the law affecting chapel deeds, on Which su 


rule which debarred the Bible colporteurs in Sweden | 


at fear would be speedily verified. ( Hear, 


| hear,” and laughter.) There were some great ques- 
tions that must sooner or later comé up before the 


committee or the Union itself, touching the great 
interests of the denomination, and some of which 
would command extensive sympathy and pecuniary 
support. Why should not the Union have the op- 
portunity of trying what it could do with those 
questions? (Hear, hear.) He was much impressed 
with the importance of having a national institution 
for the aid of aged and retiring pastors, and also of 
establishing schools for the education of ministers’ 
children. (Hear, hear.) Why could not those sub- 
jects be viewed in connexion with the Union? 
(Cheers.) ‘ 

The Rev. J. P. Mursex., of Leicester, said that if 
the business of the Union was to do as little as pos- 
sible, and to help others to do nothing, it was hardly 
worth while for them to attend. With regard to 
the action taken by the committee upon the Bicen- 
tenary question, he must say that he felt proud of it. 
They had been continually twitted as a denomina- 
tion with being the most sectarian of all sects, but it 
had been left to them to prove that the charge of 
sectarianism must lie elsewhere. He regretted that 
that glorious year was to be frittered away in de- 
nominational action. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. J. H. HINTON said that the mover of the 
resolution had fallen into two mistakes of consider- 
able importance. He had mis-stated a date and a 
fact. Instead of in February, it was in the Novem- 
ber previous, that the committee first took action in 
reference to the Bicentenary, and instead of the Bap- 
tists asking the Congregationalists to forego the 
whole of their scheme, they had expressly stated 
that so far as the collection and application of money 
was concerned, it was their proposition that each de- 
nomination should act independently. He felt much 
indebted to his friend Mr. Mursell for his vindica- 
tion of the committee, and he could not but think 
that Mr. Brown himself would live to see that they 
had ado; tad the wisest course. (Hear, hear.) Then 
with regard to the Union doing nothing—no one 
would advocate such a thing. The danger was lest 
it should attempt more than it could accomplish. 
No one could read through the report and say that 
it had done nothing during the past year. Blot it 
out of existence and its absence would be felt in the 
country. (Hear, hear.) There were many shades 
and diversities of doctrinal sentiment in the deno- 
mination, and to attempt to blend them all would be 
only trying to amalgamate the contents of a bomb 
it would result in an explosion. (Laughter.) At- 
tempts had been made in the past, but they had 
altogether failed; but he supposed the younger 
brethren must get the same experience as their 
elders. He was perfectly willing to help them to 
carry out their views, but he cautioned them that 
they were only going to dash their heads against a 
brick wall. (Laughter and cheers.) 

Mr. W. Heaton rose to confirm the statement of 
the previous speaker as to the course taken by the 
committee on the Bicentenary question. For him- 
self ne felt prevd of that course. It would no doubt 
have been a grand thing if they could have built a 
thousand chapels and done what Dr. Evans had 
suggested they should try and accomplish. But he 
could not see the connection between tiose objects 
aud the lessons to be learned from the event of 1662, 
and he believed that if they used the year aright 
they would after all materially strengthen their 
hands as a denomination. The question simply was, 
whether they could not put a new power into the 
Union, aud, haviug done well in the past, whether 
they could not look forward and do better for the 
future. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. F. Trestratu said that the first sugges- 
tion that the Baptist Union should take any steps 
in reference to the celebration of the Bicentenary 
was made to him by an Independent minister—the 
Rev. R. Macbeth, of Hammersmith,—in November 
last, and that steps were immediately taken to con- 
vene a meeting of the committee to consider the 
subject. He regretted, therefore, that the least re- 
flection should be cast upon the Independent body, 
as he believed they took the denominational course 
simply because no other specific object was placed 
before them. | 

The Rev. C. Vince said that what they all must 
regret was that, with such a secretary as the Union 
possessed, it did not attempt more than it did. 
(Hear, hear.) With regard to the Bicentenary, he 
could not exult over the movements of the Union as 


some of his friends had done. He thought they had 
gone hunting after an impossible catholicity, and 


after pelting the Independent glass house, they had 
ne and built one pretty much like it of their own. 
the Bicentenary was the celebration of fidelity to 
conscience only, they could not rightfully exclude 
any one from joining in it, whether evangelical or 
rationalistic ; but the fact was that it was not solely 
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a commemoration of faithfulness to conscience. 
Joined with that there were certain Scriptural truths 
which they were called upon to uphold, avd as the 
Baptist denomination held some of these truths with 
cleaner hands than other denominations—he referred 
to the question of baptismal regeneration—he felt 
that they had lost an opportunity of taking an inde- 
pendent stand which might have materially improved 
their position asa religious body. After all, when 
the Bicentenary interest had faded away, the men 
who had built the chapels would be taken to have 
reared the best monument. (Cheers.) 


The CHatRMAN before putting the resolution de- 
clared his unqualified approbation of it. He had 
from the beginning te the meetings of the Union 
with care, and he bad noticed tliat the interest of the 
churches in it waxed or waned in proportion to the 
living business brought before it. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN said he had prepared the following 
minute on the American war :— 


The ministers and delegates convened in the annual 
session of this Union hereby express their unfeigned 
grief for the calamity of civil war in the United 
States of America, and for the sin of slavery with its 
consequences to which it must be traced. The sym- 
pathy which is here cherished for the churches of 
America who suffer, and must suffer, the better results 
of this warfare, is also hereby declared to be more 
tender and intense than the brethren are able to de- | 
scribe. They implore of Almighty God that all who 
revere his name in America may by his grace be led to | 
repudiate with still greater decision whatever remains 
of attachment to the falling system of slavery and to | 
every form in which prejudice and injustice have been 
suffered to injure the coloured race. They would at the 
same time carpress their cordial approval of the religious | 
bodies in America of every name who hold slavery to be 
a sin, and who decline Christian fellowship with slave- | 
holders. The presence of the Rev. Cyrus Pitts Grosvenor 
at the sessions of this Union is hailed by the brethren | 
as justifying a hope that many in the United States are 


—— ——— — 


and to honour them as members of the human family. 
While commending brother Grosvenor as president of 


the Central Colleges in New York to Christian coun- | 


tenance and aid, and his noble enterprise of pleading 
for education accessible on equal terms to coloured 
persons, the brethren hope and pray that the oppression 
and dishonour done to Africans in America may speedily 
and for ever cease. (Cheers.) 


The chairman said that part of the minute printed 
in italics did not form part of the original document. 
but had been inserted at the request of a brother 


eee 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. ) ) 
The annual meeting of this society was held at the | hilt they would not hesitate 


Metropolitan Tabernacle on Monday evenin d | regard to baptism, it was not so much as 
presidency of Eiward Miall, Es g, under the 


After prayer by the Kev. C. ii. SPURGEON : 
ee , tricts, it was the object of this soviety to di 
The CHAIRMAN craved permission, in the first pl J to direot its at - 
to tender his thanks to ag Segarra for having nr tention to cities, because they could best become the 
nated him to that post. To labour in any way for the | ; : 
advancement of the kingdom of the Lord Tre, 8 in the regions around. He knew some of the places in 
he hoped ever to regard as the highest honour that could | 
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A vote of thanks was then od to the chairman, 
ject ang — — * wy erie of the fact that this | and the proceedings were brought to a close, 

country should n ome Missions; and probably this 6 TIT ON en 

would not have been the case now if there hed beta a rn TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 
practical unity amongst all Christians who hold the Head- | On Thursday night the twenty-second anniversary 
ship of Christ. There must, therefore, devolve somewhere mecting of this organisation was held in Kings- 
or other a terrible responsibility for the waste of our gate-street Chapel, Holborn. The attendance was far 


efforts and resources. But as things exist, the only 


) 


ready to protect the coloured people against social wrong | report. 
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who was present. Hoe had no objection to adopt it. 


The Rev. J. Wenn moved the adoption of the 


minute, and the motion was seconded by the Rev. 
Mr. WALLACE. 


Mr. UNDERHILL suggested that the use of the 
word must” in the sense that the brethren ‘‘ must 
suffer,” might be construed to mean punitive suffer- 
ing, and it might be thought that the Union had 
taken up,a judicial position in the matter. Iu other 
respecis h cordially approved of the minute. 

The Rev. J. T. Brown, and the Rev. W. H. 
BonnNER, supported it. 


The Rev. C. P. GrosvENOR, upon the invitation 
of the chairman, briefly addressed the assembly. He 
stated the circumstances connected with the recep- 
tion of the address of the Union to the American 
Churches in 1833, and the influence for good which 
it excited when published, and enumerated various 
efforts made by the Baptist Churches in the Northern 
States in behalf of the negro, Since the outbreak 
of war there had been a great revolution of feeling 
with regard to slavery, on the principle that either 
the nation or slavery must perish—but the feeling 
was a political one rather than a Christian one. It 
was not founded upon the principle that Christianity 
requires us to accord equal rights to the coloured 
1 

he motion was then adopted as it stands. 


The Rev. W. F. BoRCHKLL moved, and Mr. E. B. 
UNDERHILL seconded, a resolution of gratitude and 
hope upon the state of the denomination. 


The Rev. Mr. Davis moved, and the Rev. 
Mr. GRACE seconded, the following resolution, which 
was agreed to :— 


That the session fully approve the conduct of the committee 
in calling the attention of the churches to the enrolment of 
their trust-deeds in Chancery. And while they are glad that 
an extension of time till the 17th of May, 184, is likely to be 
grante| by Parliament, they not the less urge upon the churches 
an immediate attention to this important matter. 


The Rev. J. H. Hinton moved, and Mr. E. B. 
UNDERHILL seconded, the following resolution :— 


That the session warmly sympathise in the celebration of the 
24th of August, 1862, as the Bicentenary of St. Bartholomew's 
Day, 1662, when about 2,000 clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
Jand relinquished, for conscience’ sake, their pal pits and their 
livings; and that they earnestly recommend their brethren 
throughout the country to familiarise their people both with 
the facts and the lessons of this deeply-interesting and im- 
portant event. The session also entirely approves of the step 
taken by the committee to engage and originate in this matter 
undenominational and united action, and commend the 
Central United Committee to a most cordial aud energetic 
support. 


The Rev. Mr, Wa.tace wished there had been 
denominational as well as united action. 
The Rev. J. J. Brown moved the omission ol the 
latter part of the resolution, after the word ‘‘ event.” 

The Rev. C. Vince seconded the amendment, 
alleging that the course pursued by the Central 
Committee was not after all „ undenominational.“ 

The original motion was carried by a small 
majority. 

A petition to both Houses of Parliament in favour 
of Sir Morton Peto’s Burial Bill having been adopted, 
sundry votes of thanks were passed, and the pro- 


remedy to be supplied was for each denomination to 


work as efficiently as possible to promote the 
evangelisati:n of the people. He rejoiced that 
the atteution of this association had of late 
been turned to the spiritual destitution of the 
metropolis, which greatly needed the efforts of the 
churches to remove. Happily in this task, which 
would be hopeless to any one body of Christians, 
numerous agencies were engaged, and had been divinely 
lessed. Let it ever be borne in mind that the smallest 
means, in human estima ion perfectly trival and in- 
adequate, could be made, by God's Holy Spirit, powerful 
to accomplish, not only what we want, but more than 
we could conceive. Looking from the human agency to 
the Divine there would be found to be ample motives 
to encourage us in the pro-ecution of this work. Let us 
then go forth in aspirit of humble dependence upon Him 
who has said, Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Cheers. ) 
The Rev. S. J. Davis, the secretary, read the 
It stated that several years ago some earnest 
members of this body reflected upon the great want of 
Baptist churches in large towns. Many circum- 
stances prevented their complete success in that 
direction, but something had been done. Several 
new stations had been opened, and at one of 
them in Wales eminent success attended the efforts 
made. An agent had been located in Middlesborough, 
and the society had renewed its assistance to the 
churches at Hartlepool, ‘Tenby, and Hereford, and there 
was a fair prospect that these would ere long become 
self-sustaining communities. In London an effort had 
been made to meet the wants of the Baptist churches. 
Assistance had been given in 65 places in the country 


affiliated societies. The total number of additions 


average of six to each church. The school returns were 
mostly good. Open-air services during the summer 
months had been numerous and useful. ‘The income for 
the year was 1, 843“. 11s. 6d., aud a balance remained in 
hand of 37/. ds. IId. 


The Rev. J. H. MILLARD moved the first resolution, as 
follows: 


„That the meeting regard with satisfaction the efforts of 

the committee to extend the operations of the society in our 
large towns generally, and te the metropolis in particular ; 
and desires tu express its gratitude to Almighty God for the 
measure of success which has attended the labours of its 
agents during the past year. 
The missionary work at home demanded the special 
attention of Christian people. They could not think 
their work at home accomplished while so many of all 
classes, more especially of the working classes, preferred 
the alehouse to the sanctuary, and believed in the 
atheism of a Robert Owen and a Holyoake, or in the 
mad ravings of Joe Smith, the Mormon, rather than in 
the precepts and doctrines of God’s most holy word. 
There was by no means adequate pr. vision in the large 
manufacturing towns for religious teaching. In some of 
the oldest cities in Lancashire and York there had not 
been till this year for any length of time a Baptist 
church, and ia many other large towns the Baptist cause 
was expiring. The Baptist denomination ought not to 
be content to allow this state of things to continue in 
the face of the growing population of the country. He 
trusted that the result of that meeting would be to stir 
up the children of God to renewed exertion for the 
spread of the kingdom of Chri-t. 

_ The Rev, H. Dowson, of Bradford, seconded the resolu- 
tion. He rejoiced to see that the chair was occupied by 
a gentleman whose name was 80 closely identified with 
the cause of civil and religious liberty, which was also 
connected with the prosperity of such institutions as 
theirs. (Cheers.) The society was about to enter upon 
a career of enlarged Christian exertion. Hitherto the 
Baptists had been remiss in their duty, but the time 
had come for renewed effort. Amongst country towns 
the city of York had undergone a very remarkable 
change. A new population had been brought in under 
the influence of railways and of extended commerce, 
who were not prepared to bow to any ecclesiastical 
system, bat were ready to listen to auy man who would 
bring the Bible to their homes. He trusted that the 
society would not abandon the rural districts in their 
anxiety to meet the wants of large cities, as the Gospel 
was often very im rfectly preached among the agricul- 
tural portions of the population. 

gee l 0 was then agreed to. 

o Rev. J. ALols, of Readi roposed the next 
resolution, as follows ey _ 

That as the prosperity of Great Britain, and its influence for 
good on other natious, depend on its increased evangelisation, 
this meeting is of opinion that increased attention should be 
given to the claims of our home population, and would 


earnestly recommend the churches of the denomination 


liberally to supply the committee of this society with the 
means both of extending its operations and rendering them 
more efficient, 

The Rev. H. SrowELt Brown, of Liverpool, in second- 
ing the resolution, said that it suggested to his mind 


of our country was an Object of the highest im co; 
second, that this object had to be accomplis z and 
thirdly, that towards its accomplishment the Baptist 


ceedings terminated. 


Home Missionary Society could effect some important 
progress. He did not for the time when all the 


to missionaries and grantees, exclusive of those aided by 


during the year to these 65 stations was 392, making an 


three thoughts—first, that the thorough evangelisation | 


from numerous, The Rev. F. W. Gorcn, LL.D., 
occupied the chair, and was supported by the Rev. 
Messers. Trestrail, Rvans, Webb, Wills, and Thomp- 
son, Mr. E. B. Underhill, and others, After singing, 
reading, and prayer, | 
The CMaluuax, in the course of his opening re- 
marks, asked, with what object was the society estab- 
lished? The original design was “to aid in the 
printing and circulating those translations of the 
Holy Scriptures from which the British and Foreign 
Bible Society has withdrawn its assistance on account 
of the word relating to the ordinance of baptism 
having been translated by terms signifying immer- 
sion, and further to aid in printing and cireulating 
other versions of the Word of God similarly faithful 
and complete.’ It was acknowledged on every hand 
that the work was a difficult one. None but those 
who had attempted it could ever estimate the toil and 
trouble which were involved in translating the Saci ed 
Scriptures for public use. The society had en lea - 
voured to realise the meaning of the text. Surely 
such a work deserved the sympathy and support of 
all Baptists, (“ Hear, hear, and cheers.) 
| The Rev. Dr. Evans read the report, which said: 
»The prevailing distress throughout the manufac- 
turing districts has to some extent diminished the 
ordinary income of the Bible Translation Society 
during the past year; but the committee gratefully 
record the fact that, through the legacies of some of 
its former subscribers, the amount received has 
reached the sum of 2,361“. 1 Is. IId., being an increase 
of 3522. 176. 7d. over the receipts of the preceding 
year.” The report then proceeded to refer to the ap- 
ropriatious that had been made during the year, and 
tothe printing of the Scriptures by the Baptist Mission 
| J’ress at Calcutta, and to other translations. The 
committee express thanks to those brethren who had 
| rendered efficient aid to the society during the past 
year, and they earnestly entreat from all their friends 
| throughout the country a juster appreciation of the 
object and aims of the society, and a more hearty 
sympathy and support in the endeavour to place the 
Word of Life in the hands of the heathen, so tran- 
— that it may be easily read and understood by 
| all, 
The Rev. Jonx SaLx, Missionary from Calcutta, 
moved the adoption of the report, which was seconded 
by the Rev. J. E. Gites, and carried, 
The usual formal resolutions were passed, and a 


| vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the pro- 
| ceedings. 


IRISH EVANGELICAL SOCIETY AND 
HOME MISSION. 


The third committee meeting of this society was 
held in York-street Chapel, Dublin, on the 15th and 
16th, and part of the 17th instant. The chair was 
taken by C. Jupe, Esq., and there were also present 
ithe Revs. T. Aveling, George Smith, J. De Kewer 
| Williams, J. B. Paton, H. Ollard, Dr. Urwick, X. 
| Shepperd, R. Sewell, A. King, J. G. Manly, and 
Messrs. S. Morley, G. Foley, W. Shaw, II. Leecliman, 
T. Mallinson, J. Shaw, J. Fraser, P. Tait, and Dr. 

Collins. At the first of these meetings the Rev. J. 
G. Manly was unanimously chosen as the secretary in 
Ireland, and the Rev. W. Tarbotton as the secretary 

in England. This was followed by the reports of the 

four deputations, particularly of the Inglish members 
of the deputations ; viz., the Rev. J. B. Paton, for the 
Central and Western route; the Rev. T. Aveling and 
C. Jupe, Esq., for the Southern; the Rev. I. Ollard, 
for the Northern; and the Rev. J. De Kewer Wil 
liame, for the North - Western. These reports evinced 
the earnestness and calm discriminating sagacity with 
which the whole field had been examined and con- 
sidered, and they formed valuable contributions to 
the committee's means of knowing and judging. 
Another valuable result of the week’s visitation will 
doubtless be the greatly deepened interest of the 
English visitors in the evangelisation of Ireland, and 
in the plans and operations of this society, and the 
extension of that interest in their several circles, 

On the second day the various points which the 
deputations had suggested for special consideration 
were gone into and dealt with, such as the retirement, 
_changes, and salaries of agents, the relinquishment of 
places where the society’s agency is not necessary and 
| promising, and such modifications and extension of 
the work as are called for by opportunities of useful- 
ness and the society’s e circumstances. The 


greatest harmony and cordiality characterised the 
whole proceedings, and every conclusion was unani- 


mously reached. In the course of the proceedings 


gentlemen present to aid in 
paying off the debt of the new chapel at Coleraine, of 


8057. was promised by 
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e meeting for Ireland was held in 
and appropriate and 

were deli b 8 
Morley, O. Jupe, G. Foley, and T. Malie and b 
Dr. Urwick, J. B. Paton, H. Ollard, and J. 
Kewer Williams. The report, after referring to 
amalgamation of the Irish Evangelical Society and 


the Irish Congregational Home Mission, goes on to 
easy sou * 


pure missionary effort, wit 
— or aim, and partly auxiliaries to pastors and 
churches. 


serve to show that the agents are not shutting themselves 
up in small circles, but are endeavouring, in the true 
spirit, to spread around and beyond them the 

of the ‘Gorpel. They preach the Word of God 

and conduct his worship in twenty-one chapels, in 
school-houses and dwelling-houses, and sometimes in 
the open air. They have under their care eighteen 
Sabbath-schorls, of 1,164 scholars and 108 teachers; 
and they gather the young into Bible-classes for the 
further study of revealed truth. Chapel debts are 
happily rare, and in only one instance comparatively 


The various fields of labour are then specifically re- 
ferred to, and the committee proceed to say :— 


The review of the whole field, in the past year, affords 
much TW goa ; and even the spots that are at 
t shaded and cheerless will, we trust, ere long 
hten and prosper. The beneficial influence of the 
union belongs properly to the future, as the year now 
ending has been one of conference, treaty, transition, 
and preparation rather than of increased and compacted 
action. But the foundation has been laid deep in the 
depths, we believe, of enlightened conviction and Christian 
goodwill ; and it now remains to rear the superstructure 
by skilful and prudent toil. The partition wall has been 
broken down, and harmonious and hearty effort will fol- 
low. Our churches and friends in nd are not in- 
sensible to the duty and honour of evangelising their own 
land; and our brethren and friends in England and 
Scotland will not be backward to sympathise and help. 
Ireland’s claims on England arise primarily from the 
Master's new command and great commission; and in 
pe a with these are the raphical and political 
connection of the countries, a long era of past mis- 
government and neglect, family ties, ecclesiastical 
affinities, commercial transactions—every „ in fact, 
that can create a community of interest, and that can 
bind and urge a favoured land of light, and liberty, and 
life to widen the area of its usefulness and power. The 
hour is surely come to push forward the work of Ire- 
land’s regeneration with faith and zeal. 

The first resolution was moved by S. Morey, 10 ‘ 
seconded by the Rev. J. B. PATON, and supported by 
the Rev. Dr. UBwICX :— 

That the a read in abstract be adopted and pub- 
lished, with t thankegiving to God for the goodness with 
which he has crowned the past D in the amalgamation of 
the Irish ical Society and . A Home 
Mission, in the continuance and inorease of Cbristian liberality, 
and in the sustentation and usefulness of this society as well as 
of kindred institutions. 

The second resolution was moved by C. Jupz, 
— seconded by the Rev. H. OtLanp, of Derby, 
law 


supported by GrorcE Fouey, Esq., barrister-at- 


That the time is fully come, and the way encouragingly 
opened, for exten 
po 


ding the ope s and more adequately sup- 
rting the work of this society, so as to multiply in this coua- 
try the glorious triumphs and the self-sustained Evangelism of 
the kingdom of Christ, 


The third resolution was moved by THos. MALLIIx- 
son, Esq., and seconded by the Rev. J. De Kewer 
WILLIAMS :-- | 

That the thanks of this meeting are due, and are hereby 
offered, for the services rendered to this society in Christian 
conference, iu official management, and in the recent visitation 
by the deputations ; and that the following be the office-bearers 
of the society for the year, with power to fill up vacan- 
cies and to add to their number, according to the constitution. 
| Names read.] 

Au appeal is made by the committee for the peca- 
niary help of Christians in England and Scotland. 
„Noble subscriptions or donations of 1002., 2002., 
and less, have already been given, but not by many. 
When shall the accumulated wealth of England, the 
surplas income of her merchants and manufacturers, 
be consecrated in due proportion, to Ireland’s true 
emancipation and elevation ?” It is further suggested 
that the friends of [reland in England should institute 
a r for the evangelisation of 
the sister island. 


— 


Beligious Intelligente. 


PRESENTATION TO THE REV. DR. RAFFLES. 


On Tuesday afternoon the Rev. Dr. Raffles, pastor 
of Great George-street Chapel, Liverpool, was pre- 
sented by the Mayor of that town, in the name of the 
members of the rev. Doctor’s congregation and other 
friends, with an illuminated address on parchment, 
and a silver casket of value, in commemoration 
of the fiftieth anniv of his ministry in this town. 

n tation took 2 the rere woe 14 the 
Library. A distingui party assem in- 

Aading, besides a . of. ladies, the Rev. 

who occupied a seat opposite to that re- 

served for the Mayor, Mr. John Laird, M.P., Mr. J. 
O. Ewart, . Mr. aoe DM Al Raffles 

: magistrate of Live Mr. 
1 
resting upon a pedestal covered with blue velvet, was 
placed in the contre of the table before the Mayor, 


384 
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h * 4 i laborious and succes ‘and formed the object of general admiration for its 
* — 12 ne . H masdiveness and artistic beauty. The inscription is not only 


as follows:—“To the Rev. Thomas Raffles, D. D., 
LL.D., F. Z. S., the eloquent preacher, the faithful 
pastor, this casket is presented, to commemorate a 


; 38 of fitty years.” The casket was 8 
r : 


. Buxton Morrish, and modelled b 
Miller, Professor of Sculpture to the School of 
Science and Art, South 22 Museum; aud 
manufactured by Messrs. Howell, James, and Oo., 
silversmiths and jewellers, of Regent - street, London. 
The address and vignettes of chapel adjoining it 
were designed and illuminated by Mr. John Leigh- 
ton, F. S. A. 

The Maron, in presenting the casket, said, —I feel 
that for me to attempt to add anything to that 
testimony would be to mar its effect, and that this 
section of your friends are almost justified in 
monopolising to themselves this expression of their 
gratitude for your unwearied attention to their 
spiritual concerns. My province would rather seem 
to lie, as the chief civil magistrate, in tendering to 
you my most sincere congratulations upon this 
auspicious occasion, and assuring you, on behalf of a 
very large number of friends without the pale of your 
Own communion, how much we appreciate your 
worth, and bearing our gpg d to your high 
character as an upright citizen, an honourable man, 
an accomplished gentleman, and that general deport- 
ment which has been such as to secure for you the 
approbation, the respect, the affectionate regard, of 
the entire community, in the midet of which you have 
lived during half a century with so much honour to 
yourself and advantage to your fellow-men. (Hear, 
hear.) Having referred to the general character of 
the rev. Doctor’s ministry, the Mayor concluded his 
speech by saying—May you still be spared for many 
years to counsel your contemporaries with your wise 
experience ; to restrain the wayward and impetuous 
by your pradence-and moderation; to guide the 
young by the force of your unblemished life and con- 
versation, and to exhibit to all a model of simple 
devotion in promoting God’s glory and honour, 
worthy of most scrupulousimitation. (Applause.) 


The Rev. Dr. RarrLxs, who was much affected, 
in his reply, said—You will, I am persuaded, give 
me credit for sincerity when I say that I am utterly 
at a loss for words adequate to convey the sense I 
entertain of the honour done to me this day—not 
merely by this beautiful work of art which you have 
just presented to me, but by all the circumstances, 
so honourable and gratifying to myself, connected 
with the testimonial, and by which the presentation 
of it is now accompanied. And you will, I trust, 
Mr. Mayor, permit me to say that not the least of 
these is the consideration that the chief magistrate 
of this great community does not regard it as a 
service ungrateful to his own personal feelings to be 
the medium by whose hands it should be thus placed 
before me. ‘The close of my public life, as minister 
of Great George-street Chapel, Liverpool, has, 
indeed, been marked already by tokens of affec- 
tionate regard and esteem which have awakened 
within me, as it behoves them to do, the liveliest 
emotions of gratitude. The generous provision made 
for the promotion of my comfort, when no longer 
equal to the performance of those ministerial and 
pastoral duties which for half-a-century I have en- 
deavoured faithfully, though, I am well aware, very 
imperfectly, to discharge—the founding of a scholar- 
ship and the formation of a new library, both bearing 
my name, in the Lancashire Independent College, 
to the establishment of which I had the honour in 
some measure to contribute, and to the promotion 
of whose interests 1 have ever been zealously de- 
voted—are considerations that must largely contri- 
bute to cheer my declining years, and render my old 

e honourable and happy; but the costly gift 
which you have now presented I cannot but 
regard as the crown of all! Hitherto all has 
been confined to that particular section of the 
church of Christ with which through life I 
have been more especially connected; but in this 
splendid gift 1 recognise a token of respect un- 
limited by any considerations such as these. I am 
truly thankful to God that he has enabled me to 
shape my course so as, without the sacrifice of prin- 
ciple, so far as I know, to forfeit the esteem of none 
who conscientiously differ from me. While it has 
been my aim ever to act according to the dictates of 
my conscience, I have never deemed myself in- 
fallible, nor failed to entertain a regard for the 
conscience of others. If, however, in this presump- 
tion I err, and have congratulated myself unduly on 
its account ; if, after all my endeavours to walk and 
to work in ony with the wise and good of all 
E I have failed, and unconsciously, by aught 

t 1 have said or done, have given offence to any, 
2 take this opportunity, the last perhaps that 

ever be affo me, of expressing my sincere 
regret. I have loved peace, and tried to live 
peaceably with allmen. The troubled elements of 
strife and controversy have not been to my taste. 
Yet I have never shrank from the frank and dis- 
tinct avowal of my principles, but have been ready 
at all times to state and defend them, both from the 
pulpit and the press. Permit me, in conclusion, to 
say that it is my earnest prayer that a hundredfold 
in blessings from on high may be rendered to every 
one by whom acts of kindness have been done to me; 
while for this last and most munifloent expression of 
esteem I would fain return, if I could command 
equal to the task, the warmest emotions a 

heart can cherish. 


Mr. T. S. Rarrves, the stipendiary magistrate, 


Mr. F. 


having spoken briefly, 


Mr, J. C. Ewanrz, M. P., said that wherever Mr. 


ey 
Raffles might reside, the warmest and best wishes, 
his fellow townsmen, but of all those to 
whom he was known—and his name was almoat 
European—wouald go with him. (Hear, hear.) He 
hoped that every blessing would attend his revered 
friend, and that they might long live to see him con- 
tinue an ornament to that profession which he had 
hitherto so faithfully followed. (Applause.) 

Mr. Jonun LAInD, M. P., said perhaps no person in 
that room had been so long acquainted with Dr. 
Raffles as himeelf, for he as a child, as a boy, and as 
a man, had known him, and daring the whole of 
that time he had always looked up to him with the 
greatest respect. (Applause.) 

A vote of thanks to the Mayor was carried by 


acclamation, and acknowledged, and the assembly 
then separated. 85 


BIRKENHEAD. — The Rev. Charles Goward, of 
Airedale College, has accepted a cordial invitation 
become the pastor of the church and co tion 
assembling in Oxton-road Congregational Church, 
and intends to commenve his — on the first 
Sabbath in May. 

THEDDINGWORTH, L«ICESTERSHIRE.—The Rev. 
Thomas Morgan, for many years the pastor of the 
Independent church in tuis village, has recently ac- 
cepted an invitation from the church at Hart's-hill, 

Varwickshire, Before leaving, the friends at Thed- 
dingworth presented Mr. Morgan with a purse of 
sixty guineas, as an expression of respect for his cha- 
racter and lengthened services among them. 

Rev. Jamrs Parsons.—The disorder which com- 
10 this most useful and honoured minister to desist 

m his labours, has so much diminished as to justify 
hope of his being able, after a further interval of rest, 
to resume his pastoral duties at York, while abstain- 
ing from public engagements elsewhere. Mr. Par- 
sons’s many friends throughout the country will rejoice 
to hear of this measure of improvement in his health. 
—Leeds Mercury. 

MEMORIAL CHAPEL (CONGREGATIONAL), Mok 
TON, Essex.—On Good Friday, the children of the 
Sunday-school in connexion with this chapel (which 
was opened a few weeks since) enjoyed a bountiful 
repast, provided at the joint expense of Messrs. H. 
G. Grist and John Sinclair, of London. In the 
evening, a tea and public meeting was held, the 
latter presided over by the pastor, the Rev. George 
Vale, when interesting and encouraging addresses 
were given by Messrs, Arnett, Wilson, and the 
above-mentioned gentlemen. 

UrrcuLmMe.—New INDEPENDENT CHAPEL. — On 
Good Friday the foundation-stone of a new Inde- 
pendent chapel to be built as a memorial of the Bi- 
centenary of the Bartholomew ejection of 1662, was 
laid in this town, by H. O. Wills, Esq., of Bristol. 
The Rev. J. Le Couteur, of Wellington, then de- 
livered an address, after which a solemn dedicatory 
prayer was offered by the Rev. E. H. Jones, of 
Bridgewater, and the ceremony was concluded by the 
pastor, the Rev. J. Spilsbury, pronouncing the bene- 
diction. A numerously attended tea-meeting fol- 
lowed, held in a room at the factory, at which Mr. 
Wills presided. In the course of the evening he 
engaged to give 20/. towards the building, if the 
remainder could be raised by 3lst October. 

New CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, GLascow.—Tke 
Religious Institution Rooms in the west end of the 
city have been temporarily taken by a number of 
Congregationalists, with the sanction of the Union 
and the Rev. Mr. Batchelor. It has been arranged 
that on one evening during the week previous to the. 
opening of the rooms on the second Sabbath of May, 
the church shall be duly formed. Several of the 
ministers of the sister churches in the city will be 
invited to take part in the proceedings; and on the 
following Sabbath the Rev. Dr. Alexander, of Edin- 


burgh, will open the rooms as a temporary place of 


worship. Eudeavours will be made as soon as pos- 
sible to get a highly · gifted minister to undertake the 
pastorate of the new eongregation. 

EccLes CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. —A tea-meet- 
ing of the members and friends of this congregation 
was held on the evening of Good Friday, in the 
school-room, which was crowded. The meeting was 
held to commemorate the laying of the corner-stone 


on Good Friday, 1859, and the opening of the build- 


ings on Good Friday, 1860, but more especially to 
welcome the Rev. G. H. Brown, of New College 
London, who has recently accepted the cordial invi- 
tation to the pastorate. Sir Elkanah Armitage pre- 
sided. Mr. Haworth, the deacons’ secretary, referred 
to the success which had followed the effort to plant 
Congregationalism in Eccles. These efforts were 

un by the church worshipping in Hope Chapel, 
Salford, under the pastorate of the Rev. G. B. 
Bubier, ia 1859. On the completion of the build- 
ings, fourteen members were dismissed from Hope 
Chapel, to form a churchinEccle. A large Sunday. 
school is now in efficient operation, the beautiful 
buildings which, with the land, cost near 7,000., are 
free from debt, and a considerable congregation has 
been gathered, who unanimously welcomed Mr. 
Brown. Mr. Gibb, the senior deacon, Mr. Jesse 
Haworth, the superintendent of the Sunday-school, 
and other friends, spoke in terms of warmest satis- 
faction at tho settlement of Mr. Brown, and of the 
encouragement, and hope for the future, which the 
past has given. The Kev. G. H. Brown spoke of the 
great interest attaching to the relationship between 


pastor and le, which was now formed, and of 
their — uties. Mr. Brown enters upon his 
pastorate in Jaly. 
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